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YEAGER’ S RAI DERS
William Least Heat-Moon, in PrairyErth, mentions a
bit of Civil War action that occurred very near the
site of this year’s Symphony in the Flint Hills.
In 1863 Elisha Mardin, who at that time owned and operated the second-largest
ranch in Chase County, kept a diary. His home was east of Strong City a few miles,
about where the Palenske feed yard is now located. On May 8 he recorded the
following entry:
I went up to the falls [i.e., Cottonwood Falls] & over to Bazaar after a
band of garillas got back about two oclock in the after noon Jo Randolph
and Charles Bundren came with me.
The guerillas that Mardin was helping to track were Confederate sympathizers led
by Richard Francis Yeager, one of William Clark Quantrill’s captains. Dick Yeager
was born in Kentucky in 1839, and soon thereafter the family moved to Missouri,
where his father became the presiding judge of the Jackson County Court. The
elder Yeager also had a freighting business, and his son led wagon trains on the
O L D B A N K W I T H S A N D R A’ S D O G , E L M D A L E

Mark A. Fisher

Santa Fe Trail.
In 1861, soon after the Civil War broke out, Yeager returned from Santa Fe to
find his father’s house burned to the ground, the result of a raid by anti-slavery
Jayhawkers. Yeager immediately joined forces with Quantrill.
Yeager’s first raid into Kansas occurred in late October 1861, when he and
thirteen others, including Cole Younger, invaded the Johnson County town of
Gardner brandishing double-barreled shotguns. No one was injured, nor were the
bushwhackers successful in their attempt to rob a store.
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Jim Hoy, an emeritus professor of English,
directs the Center for Great Plains Studies
at Emporia State University. He and his
wife, Cathy, both past board chairs of the
Symphony in the Flint Hills, own the

this telling the gang intended to camp

Flying H Ranch at Cassoday, first settled

along the Cottonwood River in the

by his great-grandparents in 1877.

41

